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October 20, 1905 



Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Sept. 23 
23 

27 

28 



Destination. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



J. B. Camors Colon 

Taunton Mobile 

Anselm i Mobile, via 

Limon. 
Fort Morgan I Mobile 



Pieces of 
baggage dis- 
infected. 



(«) 



a Not inspected. 

History of fourth yellow-fever case. 

October 2, 1905: 

I have to report the existence of the fourth case of yellow fever to 
originate in this port this season. 

The patient, a machinist in the employ of the United Fruit Com- 
pany, came to the company's hospital from the Changuinola River 
about 7 p. m., September 30. By invitation of Doctor Swigert I saw 
him the morning of October 1. 

The infection in this case was evidently acquired in the town of 
Bocas del Toro, as the man was taking his meals in a restaurant only 
a few yards from the house where the third case is living, and was 
taken sick about three days after leaving the town. 



Report from Manila- 



PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

- Cholera — History and character of the cholera 
outbreak. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, September 4 and 12, as 
follows: 

During the .week ended September 2, 1905, the following quaran- 
tinable disease was reported for the city of Manila, namely: Cholera, 
70 cases, 56 deaths. 

The first cases of cholera have been of the most virulent form. 
Those who have been seized have succumbed in a few hours, and all 
had the type ordinarily described as cholera sicca. The disease has 
not shown a tendency to localize itself in any one portion of the city, 
and, so far, there has been no second case to appear in any house in 
which the disease has been discovered. This would indicate that the 
disinfecting measures which are being practiced have been effective. 

Those portions of the city which are the most crowded, and in which 
the so-called "slum" population resides, have so far been but slightly 
invaded. In fact, the disease has appeared sporadically in every portion 
of the city, and the persons who have been attacked up to the present 
time have been generally of the better classes. So far, there have 
been 7 Americans (?) attacked, with 3 deaths; also 6 Europeans, and, 
in proportion to the population, there have been more cases among the 
Americans and Europeans than among natives. 

There is as yet no exact evidence as to where the disease started. It 
is known, however, that cases occurred in Taguig and Pateros, which 
are small villages near Lake Laguna in the interior of Luzon, at least 
one week before the disease was found in Manila. 

Numerous theories have been advanced as to its origin in these 
places, but no satisfactory conclusions have been reached. Among 
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others is the fact that the body of a person who died of cholera was 
exhumed at Pateros shortly before the outbreak. Another is that 
possibly the conditions of some of the wells near Pateros are such that 
cholera germs may live in them indefinitely, and, at times, for some 
unknown reason, assume a virulent form. Many medical men of the 
islands are now inclined to believe that the disease is indigenous to the 
Philippines. 

One point has been observed which should receive consideration by 
laboratory workers, and that is that for some time before the outbreak 
persons died with all the clinical symptoms of cholera, and upon post- 
mortem examination the bodies presented the gross pathological lesions 
of the disease, but that no organisms were found at the bacteriological 
examinations which were made. 

The quarantine of interisland vessels has been continued, and it is 
hoped that it will be effective at least in preventing the spread of the 
disease to other islands. Army medical officers outside of Manila are 
cooperating with the Service in maintaining a quarantine inspection of 
vessels. Major-General Corbin has tendered the services of such 
army medical officers for this purpose as may be spared. 

In view of the experience gained in the last cholera epidemic it was 
not deemed advisable to institute a land quarantine or to place a cor- 
don around the city of Manila or other infected districts, because the 
lay of the land is such that to make such a quarantine effective at least 
100,000 men would be required. The fact that no such rigid measures 
have been adopted has been of the greatest assistance to the board of 
health in gaining the cooperation of the natives. 

So far this course has been fully justified, because the disease has not 
spread to the provinces with anything like the rapidit}- with which it 
did in the former epidemic. The only places outside of Manila at 
which cases have occurred are Pasig, Taguig, Pateros, and Jala Jala 
in Rizal Province, Malabon in Bulacan Province, and Guagua and San 
Fernando in Pampanga Province. Total cases in all provinces, 92. 

So far, the total number of cases in the provinces has not been as 
great as that in Manila. The policy of the insular board of health 
has been to combat the epidemic by a campaign of education rather 
than by rigid measures. Circulars are being sent out by the bureau 
of education with instructions that the teachers in the schools in every 
town and village throughout the Philippine Islands shall teach the 
contents to their pupils. The board of health likewise sends them to 
all its officials located in all parts of the islands. In addition to that, 
the various religious orders are also sending out the circular with the 
request that its contents be diffused among the people. 

The number of cases which occurred in Manila during the week 
covered by this report was 70; deaths, 56. Total cases since the out- 
break on August 23, 1905, 85; deaths, 67. 

During the week no vessels cleared for the United States. 

Week ended September 9, 1905: Cholera, 78 cases, 69 deaths. The 
beginning of the week covered by this report marked the day upon 
which the greatest number of cases occurred at any time during the 
present epidemic. Twenty-seven cases were reported for Sunday, Sep- 
tember 3. Since that da}- there has been a steady decline until the last 
day of the week, which shows only 4 cases. With the decline in the 
number of cases there has been also a marked decrease in the virulence 
of the disease. No individuals attacked during the week have had the 
cholera sicca type. Most of them had the symptoms of the diarrheic 
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form described in the text-books. Toward the end of the week very 
mild cases were encountered, and if it were not for the rice-water stools 
and the presence of spirilli it would be impossible to make a diagnosis. 

Oq September 6 a telegram was received that a case of cholera had 
arrived at the port of Sorsogon in the person of the captain of the 
steamship Chicago. This vessel had just undergone five days' quar- 
antine detention at Mariveles, which made it impossible to believe 
that the diagnosis was correct. Subsequent information demonstrated 
that the captain probably suffered from ptomaine poisoning caused by 
eating pork. In view of the facts that the mortality of the disease so 
far has been over 83 per cent, and that the captain has recovered, it 
must be concluded that there is strong presumptive evidence that the 
case was not one of cholera. 

There has been a total of 36 cases and 25 deaths reported from Bili- 
bid prison. In view of the fact that the conditions had become alarm- 
ing the commissioner of public health was directed to assume sanitary 
control of the entire prison, and he took charge on September 2. As 
soon as the sanitary measures which were recommended were carried 
out no further case of cholera occurred. 

There has been very little spread of the disease in the provinces. 
Since the last report there have been reported only 7 additional cases. 
The disease so far has been confined within a radius of 50 miles of 
Manila. Total cases in the provinces, 99; deaths, 95. 

Total cases in Manila from the beginning of the epidemic to the 
close of the week covered by this report, 163; number of deaths, 136. 
Mortality, 83.5 per cent. 

During the week the following vessels cleared for ports in the 
United States: 

On September 9, the British steamship Shimosa, with 54 crew, en 
route from Yokohama to New York, was granted a supplemental bill 
of health; forecastles and storerooms were fumigated with sulphur; 
crew were inspected on board prior to sailing; 9,050 pieces of miscel- 
laneous cargo certified. 

On September 8, the American steamship Lyra, with 75 crew, 
cleared for Tacoma, via Hongkong and Japanese ports; crew's quar- 
ters were fumigated with sulphur; crew inspected on board at hour of 
sailing; 6,554 pieces of miscellaneous cargo certified. 

OnSeptember 9 the British ship Scottish Hills was cleared for the 
United States via St. Helena for orders. Vessel had been fumigated 
throughout at Hongkong. 

Summary of cholera cases and deaths. 

Number of cases and deaths reported in Manila for twenty-four hours ending at 8 a. m. 

September 15, 1905. 

[Report oi board of health.] 



August 23 to September 14 171 

Last twenty-four hours | 

Not previously reported i 1 



Total I 172 



Deaths. Recoveries. 



148 
1 
1 



150 



17 


1 



18 



Last case occurred September 13, 1905. Last death occurred Sep- 
tember 14, 1905. 
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